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September 4, 2020 

TO: Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors 
Transportation, Public Works & Transit Committee 

 John F. Weishan, Jr., Chair 
 Sylvia Ortiz-Velez, Vice Chair 
 Steven Shea 
 Joseph J. Czarnezki 
 Russell Antonio Goodwin, Sr.  
 
I am writing this letter in support for the 2020 Recommended System plan of the MCTS NEXT Route Redesign Project. 
We think this proposal will improve Milwaukee County’s overall transit system and its High Frequency Network of routes 
with more connections, faster service and increased accessibility. 
 
As a membership organization focused on community and economic development, UEDA emphasizes collaborative work 
in the areas of community investment, sustainable homeownership, financial capability, regional transportation, small 
business support and the local food economy. Since 2008, UEDA and its members have been advocates for efforts that 
strengthen our regional transportation system. Transit services such as MCTS are critical for residents to make vital job, 
educational and workforce connections, and particularly for households that do not have access to an auto. 
 
Expanding the High Frequency Network also means MCTS will bring vastly better transit service to underrepresented 
populations across our county—something which UEDA also cares about deeply. Low-income residents, limited English 
proficient populations, no-vehicle households, senior citizens, youth and persons with disabilities will all see major 
expansions of people served by MCTS’ proposed High Frequency Network.  With this proposal being cost-neutral, this is 
a plan we can endorse. 
 
Transit is an integral part of connecting people to jobs and business growth.  It allows people to live independent, 
healthy, productive lives without owning a car and is needed to fulfill the many programs, services and opportunities 
provided by the taxpayers. We encourage the Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors and its Transportation, Public 
Works and Transit Committee to fully support and approve MCTS NEXT.  Once approved, we look forward to UEDA 
members, community partners and the groups they serve being able to benefit from the improvements in our county’s 
transit system for decades to come. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kristi Luzar 
Executive Director 
 
cc: Jeff Sponcia, Planning Manager, MCTS 
 
ABOUT UEDA 
The Urban Economic Development Association of Wisconsin (UEDA) is a 501(c)(3) membership association dedicated to facilitating 
effective, cross-sector collaboration, meaningful connections, and strengthening individual and organizational capacity in 
Wisconsin's community and economic development sector. Our vision is that the members and communities we serve are inspired 
and thriving, with equitable access to investment and opportunity. Learn more at www.uedawi.org. 
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